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This invention relates to vehicle bodies. 
An object of this invention is to provide a 
truck- body wherein the sides, ends snd top are 
formed of prefabricated panels, connected 
gether by means of detachable coupling, means 5 
so that a damaged panel cn be quickly removed 
for repair or replacement. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 
a truck body wherein the detachable coupling 
means ïor the panels forms the eorners between l0 
adjacent panels. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 
an improved panel construction which is formed 
of rigid beams or studs with inner facing formed 
of corrugated aluminum sheet or plywood and 15 
outer facings of aluminum-sheets or body steel. 
A further object of this invention is to lròvide 
a truck body construction formed of connected 
tegether panels wherein the lower ends of the 
side panels are formed with a pair of lengthwise 20 
extending flanges for attachment to the floor 
beams. 
A further object of this invention is to pro- 
vide in a truck body construction of this kind an 
improved sealing means between the door and 25 
the door frame so as to form a weather-tight seal 
when the door is closed. 
To the foregoing objects, and others which 
may hereinafter more fully appear, the in- 
vention consists of the novel construction, coin- 30 
bination and arrangement of p_arts, as vill be 
more speciflcally referred fo and illustrated in 
the accompanying dravings, but if is to be un- 
derstood that changes, variations, and modifica- 
tions may be resorted to which fall within the 35 
scope of the invention as claimed. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary vertical section of 
a vehicle body constructed according to an em- 
bodiment of this invention. 40 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary enlarged vertical sec- 
tion of the upper, portion of the body. 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on the line 33 of Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 45 
on the line 4--4 of Figure 1. 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on the line 5--5 of Figure 1. 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
on the line 6--6 of Figure 1. 50 
Figure 7 is a fragmentary perspective view oî 
one of the upper channel frame members îor 
the side and end panels. 
leferring to the drawings, the numeral 10 
designates generally a vertical side panel and 55 
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the numeral || design.arcs gee!ly a to or 
roof panel. The side and top paels are con- 
nected together by means of a connector gen- 
erally designated as |. The sde panel |0 is 
formed of a. IMuralit of I or othe shaped up- 
right members 13, which may tak.e the form of 
I-beams which at their loweç, en.ds engage in a 
horizontally disp0sed U-shaped chanrel ruera- 
ber generally deaignaed as 1.4. The l.ower chan- 
nel member 14 is formed with n o.ut.r upright 
leg or side In snd an nner prig:h. !g or side 
|0 which is substantially of greateç, heiht than 
the outer leg 15. The lorer ends Of the studs 
or upright members l. exted between khe up- 
right sides l and 18 of the lower channel ruera- 
ber |4 being either velded oç otherwis.e rmly 
secured therein. The. upzights or s_tuds | at 
their upper, ends engage in an inverted Ushaped 
or channel member 17 which s £orme of de- 
pending parallel sides 18 and 19 an.d a. ç0nnect- 
ing wall 0 which is. formed with a d0wrwdly 
offset V,shaped rib ! forming a V-sha.l¢d seat 
The uprights or studs |3 are also conn_ected t_o- 
gether between the upper and lower ends there- 
oT by a horizontally extending channel me!nber 
-3 w.hich has the parallel sides  thereof ex- 
tended into, and secured as by w_elding Or the 
like, slots 5 which are fòrmed in the outer .sides 
of the uprights |3. The panel |fl bas secured to 
the outer side thereof an outer facing sheet 8 
which may be secured as by rivets or .the like to 
the lower and upper ehannel memhers l and 
17 respectively, and may also be secured to the 
intermediate horizontal channel member 3. A 
horizontally disposed covering strip 7 is adapted 
to cover the mêeting edges of the two sheets '38 
and  which form the outer facing 8. A low- 
er horizontally disl3osed tub rail or flange 30 
is secured te the lower portion of the lower sheet 
member  and an ulper herizontally extending 
drip moulding. 3| is secured to the upper portion 
of the sheet 8. This drip moulding is riveted 
through facing sheet 0 and (18, lig. 9) this 
will hold facing sheet securely fo channel ruera- 
ber 17. 
An inner facing or lining $ is secured at its 
lower end to the upright side 18 of the lower 
channel member 14 and is secured at its upper 
portion to the inner side 18 of the upper chan- 
nel member 17. The upper or top panel |! is 
formed of a plurality of transversely extending 
parallel tubular menbers $$ which are substan- 
tially square in transverse section and the op- 
posite ends of the tubular members  are se - 
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cured within the opposite parallel sidesf length- 
wise extending t-shped members $4 which are 
simflar in every detail to the channel members 
JT. The channel members $4 are formed with 
V-shaped lengthwise extending seats $§, the pur- 
pose for which will be hereinafter described. 
The top member J! bas secured to the upper 
side thereof sheet 6 forming the rooï and the 
lower side of the top member ! bas secured 
thereto a corrugated sheet SL The connecting 
member 2 which is coïmected between the op- 
posite sides and ends and the top of the ,hody 
is formed of an elongated transversely arcuate 
sheet 8 which is formed with inwardly bent 
lengthwise edge portions $9 having lengthwise 
extending V-shaped ribs 4{}. The ribs 48 are 
adapted to engage on the seats 2- and to be se- 
cured thereto by means of bolts 4 ! which are ex- 
tended through .washers or 91ates 43. Thé in- 
ner edges oï the inturned lengthwise portions $9 
are bent uPwardly fo forma vertical flange 44 
and the flange 44 of the lower edge of the con- 
necting member 2 is connected fo the flange 
45 extending from the upper edge of the con- 
necting meinber 2 by means of a right-angu- 
lar connecting member 46.. The connecting 
member 46 is formed with openings 47 and 48 in 
the opposite legs thereof so that a tool may be 
extended through the openings 47 and 46 to en- 
gage the bolts 4 . As shown in Figure 4, the 
upper edge of the outer facing sheet -8 is bent 
inwardly as indicated at 4S so that when the 
.connecting member 2 is fixed between the top 
and the sides and ends the upper edges of the 
euter facing 28 wfll be tightly clamped to the 
upper channel member 
An L-shaped connecting member 58 is secured 
by fastening means §! and 52 to the top panel 
! and the side panel H} and an interposed U- 
shaped member 53 is interposed between the U- 
shaped mem,ber §8 and the channel members 7 
and 34. The tengthwise outer edges of the U- 
shaped member 58 are bent af right angles as 
indicated af 54 and 5§. The L-shaped mem- 
ber 46 is adapted fo be secured to the flanges 44 
and 45 by a fastening means §5 so that the 
.coïmecting member ! 2 wfll be formed as a hollow 
elongated body .which can be secured as a unit 
 .to th side and end walls and the top wall or 
panel of the truck body. 
The lower charme1 member J4 bas extending 
from the inner side 6 thereof upper and lower 
horizontal flanges 56 and 57 and transversely 
extending floor beams 58 are secured between the 
flanges 56 and 57, the latter being substantially 
coplanar with the bight of U-shaped member 
4 by fastening devices 6S and 66, respectively. 
The floor beams or supporting members 58 are 
formed of a vertical web 6! having a right-an- 
gular upper flange 82 and a right-angular lower 
flange 6 with a vertical short flange 64 extend- 
ing from the free edge of the lower flange 63. 
In the construction or assembly of a truck 
body as hereinbefore described, the floor beams 
58 are secured in the channels formed ,between 
the flanges 56 and 57 carried by the side pnel 
members H}. The arcuate connecting member 
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! - may be initiaïiy secured fo the u.pper edges 
of the side panels ! 6 whereupon the top panel ! ! 
may be secured to the inner edges of the con- 
necting members . At the rime the panels are 
5 being secured together at their upper portions, 
the L-shaped member §6 is removed so that the 
securing blts 4! may be tightened along the 
lengthwise edges of the connecting member J4. 
After the side and end panels and the top pan- 
10 els are secured together thereby forming a com- 
pleted .body, the covering stri.ps 58 may be se- 
cured between the upper portions of the side 
and top panels. 
With a ,body as hereinbefore described, in the 
15 event any panel becomes damaged, the damaged 
panel can be readily replaced by inserting a new 
panel. The new panel can be inserted by re- 
moving the inner corner strips 5{} and loosen- 
ing the bolts 4 ! which are connected between the 
20 connecting member 2 and the injured panel. 
Furthermore, by providing the lengthwise ribs 
between the side, end and top panels and the 
meeting ribs on the connecting member !2, the 
connecting member will be firmly held against 
25 shifting either horizontally or vertically. 
I claire: 
A vehicle body comprising opposite side panels, 
opposite end panels, a top panel, connecting 
means between the upper edges of said side and 
30 end panels and sald top panel, transverse floor 
beams, and means af the lower portions of saîd 
side panels supported by said floor ,beams, each 
side panel including inner and outer walls, ver- 
tical studs between said inner and outer walls, 
35 horizontal flange extending from the inner side 
substantially longer, than the outer side, said 
vertical beams at their lower ends seating in said 
lower member and being fLxed between the up- 
right sides of said t-shaped member, a lower 
40 horizontal flange extending from the inner side 
of sald t-shaped member substantially coplanar 
with the bight of the latter, a second horizontal 
flange carried by the inner side of said t-mem« 
ber spaced upwardly from said lower flange, and 
5 means securing the ends of sald floor beams be- 
tween said flanges. 
JOHN H. TOISETH. 
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